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Manaccan, June 1 1799. 


reached me from the east and 
from the west: it has been echoed 


Þ 
4. 


PHE @ fame of your WS has 


from the Heights of Maker; and rev 
echoed from the Shores of the Exzard. | 


There 1s a lying Piri gone forth 
among the people ; which has seduced 


them from the paths of troths into 


ces and dangerous ways. 


Ab be, 


That political e, ad 


was, some time since, discoverable 


B among 


among the lower orders of the com- 
munity, had no sooner received a 
check from the hand of government, 
than it was converted into religious 
turbulence. When the stream was 
stopped in its original direction, it 
burst out into a new channel. And, 


in its present course, I consider it as 
more alarming than in its first. 


Whether the rage both of 199954 
and religious opinion resemble or not, 
an epidemical disorder, breaking out 
periodically amongst the multitude, 


is a point of speculation which I shall 


not pretend to determine. But that 
the mania of methodism has seized 
the West of England, and is now 
Spreading, at this instant, through its 
remotest parts, I have no hesitation 
in asserting. 


Of 


6830 RD, 


Of this mania, Sir, you are repre 
sented as having taken an advantage, 
for the purpose "of disseminating doc- 
trines which the sobriety of reason 
would reject as unscriptural. Far be 
it from me to insinuate, that, in the 
principles you profess, you are insin- 
cere. However mistaken your reli- 
gious persuasions may be, I am wil- 
ling to hope, that you believe all you 
preach. But your intemperate zeal 

in (what 1s, doubtless, the most mo- 
mentous of all causes,) the cause of 


Christianity, has led you into excesses © - 


into incorrect ness of conduct, Which 
have given offence to the more orderly 
amongst Us. 


To have a real ME for our church- 
establishment, yet attempt to excuse 
the demeanor which detaches from it 
the minds of the people, is utterly in- 

B 2 com- 


— —— —ä—ñ — — 


(4) 
compatible. The regular clergy, and 
the more sober part of their flock, are 
displeased with that presumptuous 
spirit which has apparently prompted 
you to visit their parishes, as a mis- 
sionary of the gospel. And, let me 
Ask you, whether you think your cre- 
dentials are such, as will justify your 
conduct to your diocesan are such 
as will satisfy any other, than the mad 
enthusiast, or the arrogant fanatic ? 
Many of those who, drawn to you by 
the fascination of your eloquence, 
were on the point of deserting their 
proper churches; where, compared 
with yours, the preaching of their 
own pastors was spiritless, have already 
ceased to plead for an obtrusion which, 
inthe eye of candour itself, will admit 
ie 25 


Under 9581 impression, 3 KN 
«. yoo | dress 


COT: 
dress to you a few words of remon- 
trance; assured, that an enthusiasm 
like yours, if it immediately tend not 
to subvert our religious constitution, 
can neither promote private re nor 
public ene als 


| - Had your een indeed. bew 
Such as a note attached to your Ser- 
mons on the Holy Ghost would in- 
duce us to expect, we should have 
little or no reason, perhaps, to com- 
plain of you. A piety so cordial, a 
spirit so finely devotional, as you 
there express, would not have taught 
you to © think more highly of 2 
self than you ought to think! 
deem yourself more righteous my 
I | others, and better qualified than your 
" | brethren in general, for instructing 
ö and admonishing the people. It would 
| not have urged you to propagate the 
| 8 gospel 


4460 


gospel amidst the sands of the Lizard, 
or the Land's-end ; it would scarcely 
have carried your © work and labour 
of love”. beyond the limits of your 
own populous parish. In the note * 
in question, you protest against the 
wilful perversion of language, in the 
misapplication of the words enthu- 
giasm and fanaticism when used to- 
wards religious persons as. terms of 
reproach.” And you present us with 
a definition of enthusiasm, but leave 
fanaticism out of the question, as if 
they were words of the same import. 
That your ideas of enthusiasm are 
false, will Shortly appear. He (you 
say) who in the contemplation of that 
love of God which passeth knowledge, 
feels an animation of the purest na- 
ture; to whose awakened mind the 


* dgermons on the Holy Ghost, Pp. 28, 29, 
30, octayo edit. 
2s” | Sb 


recollection of his Redeemer's suffer- 
ings shall call tears from his eyes, and 
| heave the Sigh of sorrow in his heart; 
this man is branded with the name 
of enthusiast, and classed with the 
most senseless of men.“ When, or 
where was a person of this description 
ever branded with the name of an en- 
thusiast? The expression of his sen- 
sibility, it is true, may exceed the 
bounds of moderation. None, how 
ever, but © the most senseless of men,“ 
would dare to ridicule his feelings. 
Every Christian, surely, would reve- 
rence that unaffected piety, which is 
unable to conceal its emotions in the 
contemplation of THE REDEEMERR's 
_ sufferings | Christianity is the religion 
of the heart. And if, to be ani- 
mated with the divine love, manifest - 
ing itself in all the instances of duty” 
if this be enthusiasm, most sincerely 
do 


68) 


de I join you in exclaiming. would 
to God that I were the greatest en- 
thusiast alive!” But you miscon- 
ceive the meaning of the word enthu- 
siasm, though you rightly refer us to 
the Greek evfzor2crys, translating it, 
with propriety, numine afftatus. He 
whom we term efteciagrys, whether 
a sibyl or a methodist, is, in his own 
conceit, the inspired of heaven! Both 
in the Cumean cave and in the meet- 
ing- house, 


40 —  — pectus anhelum, 
Et rabie fera corda tument; majorque videri, 
Nec mortale sonans; afflata est numine quando 


Jam propriore Dei.” 


Enthusiasm, then, is not fervour in 
religion: it has little or no connection 
with the passions. It is a reverie of 
the fancy—a dream of imagination. 


* with the methodists, the no- 


tion 


OL ar en TE 
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tion of irresistible grace; the conceit 
of immediate and miraculous com- 
munications from the Deity; the 
claim to apostolical powers. 


It was observed by a late pions and 
ingenious preacher, that, of all the 
possessions of the mind, a well-regu- 
lated imagination was productive of 
the truest enjoyments.“ In literary 
composition, your imagination, Sir. 
is equally chaste and brilliant. It 
scatters over your writings the most 


beautiful metaphors, but never with - 


extravagance or profusion. I wish 1 
could extend the compliment to the 
same faculty, as conversant in matters 
of religion. Here, I am afraid, it 
pPursues visionary flights, and con- 


The late Bishop ns: preaching in 8. 


Mary's Church, e these are nearly his 
oak ; 


jures. | 


(10) 


jures up. phantoms, to the confu- 
sion of nature, and reason, and 


Your attempts to explain the ope- 
rations of the Holy Ghost on the 
soul of man, in the volume already 


noticed, is marked with the absurdi- 


ties of those bewildered men, who 
rant about sudden conversions, * 
riences, and raptures. 


In a note at the 313th page, you tell 
us, that all men are as lifeless as Eze- 

kiel's dry bones in the valley, till“ the 
Lord put his Spirit into them, that 


they may live that preaching may 


wound the consciences of men, occa- 
sioning © a noise and shaking in the 
hearers;”” may awaken greater atten- 
tion to the outward forms of religion, 
more constant application to the 

means, 
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i KB means, more careful endeavours after 
moral duties, like the sinews, the 
flesh, and the skin—but that, till 
the breath of the Lord breathe upon 

e- them, they can experience no life. 

e According to this doctrine, our rege- 

iy Kneration depends not, in the slightest 

i= degree, upon ourselves: it is the sole 

10 effect of the divine agency. We may 

e- be sober, and chaste, and just, and 

honest, charitable to the poor, bene- 

J volent to all. We may offer up our 

ell prayers and thanksgivings to God, 

e- both in public and private, join in the 

he Holy Communion, and listen to the 

at word of exliortation; and yet be on 
ay Ra footing, in respect to the spiritual 

a- life, with drunkards, and robbers, and 

ne sabbath-breakers. Unless the Lord 

n- I hath predestined us for glory unless 

his Spirit infuse life into our bodies, | 

« we are even as those that have ben 


ns 


—— 
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| Yang dead,” mere masses of corrup 
tian.“ That he "ow not N be 
ie en driven 


4 
* In Pats wing to expose to you the erung; 8 
and hy pocrisy of the Methodists, J shall oc. 
sionally refer you to an an excellent treatise of 
Bishop Lavington, entitled © The Enthusiasm 
of Methodists and: Papists compared; Where 
you may observe, I fear, several of your own. 
doctrines too strongly illustrated. The follow- 
ing passage on the sudden conversion of the 
Saints, 1s worthy af your notice: Faith, and | 
being born of God, (says Wesley;) are an in- 
stantaneous work, at once and in a moment, as 
| lightning. My being born of God, was an 
instantaneous act, enabling me, from that mo- 
ment, to be more than eonqueror over those cor- 
ruptions, which before I was always a Slave to. 
Very many persons changed in a moment; al- 
ways suddenly, as far as I have: known.“ 
« By the words, being saved by Faith, we 
mean, that in the moment a man receives that Fs 
Faith, he is saved from doubt; fear; and sorrow, 
from all his sins, vicious desires,“ &c. &. 
The Euthusiasm, e Fart 1, Eg. 1 42. | 
2d 15 In Pr. Clarke's observalions on 
| this 


r 
2 


(13 ) 


driven to God by an irresistible force, 
independent of our own inclinations, 
or exertions, if we happen to be classed 

with 


this wn; there is sound sense: That dis- 
position of mind, which qualifies men to em- 


brace, effectually, the terms of salvation, is 


what the Scripture speaks of as an eminent 
gift or grace of God; not in the sense of those 
who think God works upon men mechanically, 


as upon mere machines, but in such a sense as 


reason is the giſt of God, which makes us to be 


men, to be rational and intelligent creatures. 


And, though we receive it, wholly from God, 
the author of our being, yet it is a praise- 


worthy. excellence in him that has it, because 


in the use and exercise of it, it depends entirely 
on the free will of the person himself, either to 
use or to abuse it, either to improve or to neg- 


lect and lose it.“ Clarke's Sermons, Vol. IV. 
Pp. 354, 355, 2d edit. “ Sobriety, righteous- 


ness, and godliness, are the ends, for the pro- 
moting whereof Christ came into the world; 
whatever, therefore, tends not to promote these 
ends, is deceitful: Whatever tends to frustrate 
them, is pernicious. 'By this rule may be 
275 GW weighed 
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with the Elect, but be sensible of the 
exact * moment of this miraculous 
| operation, 


weighed the degree of dangerousness of every 
error in religion; every ward dhinion CONCern- 
ing faith or grace, or the merits of Christ?“ — 
Clarke's Sermons. Vol. II. P. 263. 


* « Oh! (says one of the wretched fanatics 
whom the Bishop of Exeter is exposing to just 
contempt,)- Oh! I cannot be freed from doubt- 
ing till I have more infallible assurances—till 
I hear Christ speaking to me; so that I may 
be 5ensible in that very hour that it is he that 
speaketh.“ Then for Mr. Wesley: © I felt 
faith in Christ; and an assurance was given 
me that he had taken away my sins, even mine. 
he usual method of the spirit, is to give, at 
ane and the came time, the forgiveness of sins, and 
an assurance of that forgiveness.”—* In hat 
moment (says another) I beheld the Lamb of God 
taking away my sms.—My sister received the 
atonement on St. Peter's day.— At that hour, one, 
who: had long continued in sin, from a despair 
of finding mercy, received a full, clear sense of 
kw pardoning love, and power to sin no more. 
Dol — One 


415) 
operation, is a doctrine also of yours, 
in common with almost the whole 


1 8 


One person could neither eat, nor sleep, nor 
_ read, till Chris, had assured him of salvation.“ 
By way of parallel to these presumptuous ima+ 
ginations, we read, that “St. Francis bewail ing 
his sins from the bitterness of his heart, was, 
by the Holy Ghost, fully certified of the plenary 
remission of all his sins. And once desiring a 
barber to shave him gratis, for the love of God, 
the barber refused till the Saint had given him 
full assurance of salvation.”—See The Enthusiasm, 
&c. Part I. Pp. 43, 44. © How idle it is (says 
Dr. Ibbot) for men to trouble themselves, or 
others, about the exact time of their conver- 
sion!“ ' We need not disquiet ourselves, of 
distrust our own state, because no strange thing 
has happened unto us, because we have not 
been terrified, nor felt any violent inward pangs 
and convulsions. For religion is easy and na- 
tural, pleasant and delightful, unless we have 
made it otlterwise by contrary habits; and even 
we may be reconciled to it, wathout any of this 
unnatural dread or concern.” See Dr. Ibbet's 
excellent Sermons on the © new birth,” and © new 
creature,” | | 24 
02: tribe 


(16) 


tribe of religious enthusiasts. In a 
note at the 330th page of your Ser- 
mons, you intimate that the Elect 
Christian will look for © @ sensible 
demonstration of the spirit,“ like the 
apostles of - old—the same in kind, 
though zu a less degree—and, like 
them, will © be suddently filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and speak the word 
of es with boldness.“ 


In your note on the omnipotence of 
the Holy Ghost, (at Pp. 255—259,) 
you must limit your observations. 
(you say) © to the particular illus- 
trations of the divine agency in the 
history of the faithful” —© In the 
dispensations of God's providence, 
how refreshing is it (you exclaim) to 
trace the omnipotence of the blessed 
spirit, manifested towards them in all 
the various means of provision, adapt- 


ed 


* 


(17) 


ed to their multiform wants and ne- 


. 


cessities! 


„The multiform wants of which you | 
«peak, are temporal, I conceive, as well 
as spiritual. If, in part, temporal, 
would you be understood to say, that 
the faithful, as contradistinguished 
from the rest of mankind, are visibly 
supported by Providence, like Elijah 
fed by ravens in the wilderness ? If 
you do not, I confess you speak a lan- 
guage which to- me is perfectly unin- 
telligible. If you do, your, assertion 
is too Zulicyloys for Aga nt. | 


" pen it. Nas alt a compa ow 
his Providence supports his faithful. 
people, under the pressure of their. 
_ troubles.” That the true Christian 

should be able to bear affliction, with 
a. greater degree of fortitude, than, 
e3* others 


- 


(18) 
others <6 who live as without God in 
the world,” is to me no mystery. He 
trusts in God; and, from this confi- 
dence, he derives comfort and support. 
But yon would intimate, I suspect, 
that the faithful people, though, to 
common eyes, borne down by afflic- 
tion, are lifted, by the hand of Pro- 
vidence, above all human troubles, in 
a manner inconceivable. This 1s the 
mystery. 4 


It was owing to the assurance, I 
suppose, of such a providential inter- 
position, that your great predecessors, 
Whitfield and Wesley, declared their 
contempt of all dangers and suffer- 
ings, and even prayed to God — per. 


SeCution. * 1 0 | e 
5 e n een vet 
11 

3 "Me. Whitfield rejoices 1 at 

the thought, that they should, one day, be sent 

to 


(19) 
Pet it appears, from their "own 
journals, that these methodistical en- 
thusiasts very frequently fell into 


1 fears, desertions, dejections, despon- 
dencies.“ 5 


to prison.—Refreched with the news, that the 
landlord would not let us stay under his roof; 
and at the sweets of opposition; receiving a 
blow from a cudgel- player with the utmost 
love.” —He is quite in haste for persecution, 
calling upon the devil to bring it on. The 
hour of persecution is not yet come. really | 


| wonder it comes no faster. Satan, why sleepest | 


thou ??—The Enthusiasm, Part I. Pp. 28, 29. 
« Mr. Wesley ostentatiously boasts of bearing 
heat and cold on the naked head, rain and wind, 
frost and snow, as some of their smallest incon- 
veniencies.” —* Our bed being wet, T hid me 
down on the floor, and slept soundly till the 
morning. And, I believe, I Shall not find it 
needful to go to bed any more.” —* But his old. 
friend, St. Francis, (says the Bishop,) outstrips. 
him. St. Francis happening once to use a pil- 
low, on account of illness, the devil got into 
his pillow, and made him uneasy all night. But 
upon 
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| dencies.” The simple force of ima- 


gination, however, hath carried Hea- 
thens, and Christians too, almost < be- 


upon RY 8 the pillow, with tim devil in 
it, to be carried away, he presently recovered.” 
Enthus. Part I. Pp. 32, 33. © Mr. Wesley tra- 
velling on foot in the night, in a heavy rain, 
weary, and not knowing his way, has a groupe 


of miracles to relieve him in each particular ! 


O that thou wouldst stay the bottles of heaven! 
or, at least, give me light, or an honest guide, 
or some help in the manner thou knowest ! 
Presently, the rain ceased; the moon broke 
out; and a friendly man overtook me, who set 
me on his own horse, and walked by my side, 
till we came to Mr. Gambold's door.“ —“ St. 

Aridius, and his society, were often perfectly 
dry in the midst of prodigious showers. And 


St. Berno had always the same privilege ; for 


which reason he is called Dry-coat.”—* Vou 
see the peculiar privileges of such concealed 
favourites of heaven. The common course of 
Providence must be altered for their sake; and 
all nature made subservient to their whimsical. 
dispensation. Euſlus. Part II. Pp. 49, 50. 


_ 


* 


(21) 


L yond the visible diurnal sphere“ 
bath so far abstracted the. mind from 
the tortured body, as to suspend the 


nervous sensibility. Do you think, 


when the philosopher bit out his 


tongue, and spat it, in the face of the 


| tyrant, - that his weakness was 


- strengthened by the Holy Spirit?“ 


„ 
4 


Thus much for the dispensations of 


| God's providence, © And what (you 
add) must those of his grace be, but 
W 2 continual miracle from the begin- 
ning to the end! It is not exerted in 


supporting what is already strong; not 


in helping what possesses some power; 
not in cleansing what is in part holy; 

= but in taking such as are of the mass 
of helpless infirm and polluted erea- 
tures of the dust, and purifying them 


for his glory.” Here again you ex- 
press yourself with much ambiguity. 
| _ wb 


9 


(22) 
But, according to the most obvious 
construction of your meaning, I may 
deduce, from this sentence, that dan- 


gerous ariom: © the greater the sin 


ner, the greater the saint.“ If the 
Holy Spirit exert itself only in puri- 
fying those who are polluted by sin, 


what have we to do, but to gather 


about us © the filthiness of the flesh,“ 
as fast as we can, in order to render 


ourselves fit objects of grace? Let 


us sin, that grace may abound,” If 
this be not the sense of the passage, 
must leave it to be interpreted by 
those who dream dreams and see vi- 
$10ns. The conclusion of your note 
can relate only to the favoured few; 
who, in the saint's progress, are ar- 
rived at such a proficiency, as to be 
admitted into the presence of God, 
and suffered, for an exhibition of their 
powers, to wrestle with the devil. It 

is 


128) 


is to this purpose that you express 
pypourself. Were the Lord's people 
= to distinguish themselves as his people, 
they might be better prepared for 
such needful transitions in life; as 
= when from the mountain of retreat 
and prayer, where the manifeslation 
= of the Divine presence is, sometimes, 
1 graciously afforded them, they are led, 
ZW like their master, into the wilderness, 

| to sustain the conflicts ef the temp- 
ter.“ Here, I think, your worthy 
masters, Whitfield and Wesley, and 
Co. scarcely surpass you in the flights 

| of fancy. Shudder, Sir, at their blas- 
© phemies, as reported by Bishop La- 


vington. The presence of the Lord 
was with me, wonderfully.” —® God 


| was, indeed, there; riding in the midst 
| of the congregation, and breathing 


life and courage into his lambs.“ 
Jesus has been with me to-day.” — 


cc In . 


{ 24) 
© In the morning I talked with God: >< 
in the garden, as a man talketh with. 
his friend.” —© The Lord gave me 
the text I preached upon, and direct- 
ed me to a method, as I was going up 
the pulpit-stairs.” —< Our dear master 
being invited, came and sat at the 
head of the table, and bid me give 
his people to eat.“ A Methodist 
(says Mr. Wesley) went to receive the 
sacrament, but with a heart as hard as 
a stone; when God was pleased to let 
him see a crucified Saviour: I saw the 

fountain opened in his side!“ Oh! 

what sweet communion (says Mr. 
Whitfield) had I, daily, vouchsafed 
from God! I cannot tell how tenderly. 
I am carried by our dear Saviour, from 
day to day. I lean on Jesus's bosom 
from morning to night; yea, all the 
day long. I sweetly leaned on Jesus's 

bosom, and sucked out of the breast 

| | of-* 
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of Wa pontekition;2 = Every daß '® 
have had sweet communion with my 


dear Lord Jesus, who N me > with 
Kis fulness. * 


. Es” « This bids falk for coming up. in das thine 
4 to his rival saints. St. Felix, a Franeiscan, 
, burned with such an excessive love towards the 
1 Virgin Mary, that, not able to bear it, he re- 
q ' quested her to come to him. She did 80: and 
x it cannot be exprest what a power of heavenly 
; consolations he felt.“ The jesuit Barman, 
| + fora refuge in all his e e takes refuge 

b - "the breast and bosom of the Virgin Mary. 
2 For she Was eometimes pleased to come and 
! | give her votaries suck. “' Once Christ came, 
in company with St. Palate to visit Teresa; 
but soon withdrew, and bade her recreate her- 
self with his friend Dominic. And she had 
certain enjoyments of great gusts and consola- 
tions; and spoke such high, sweet, and amorous 
| things!!!” Such is spiritual love (says the 
Bishop) among Popish fanatics, enough to give 
one a surfeit of their methodistical imitators.” 
Enthus. Part J. Pp. 54, 55, 56, 527. 
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:was so intense, that ät took aw,ay her life for 


(26) 


The love of God (says Wesley,) 
was Shed abroad in my heart; and a 
flame kindled there with pains so 
violent, and yet so very ravishing, that 
iy body was almost torn. asunder.— 
J loy'd—The spirit cried strong in 
my heart I sweated I trembled— 
J tainted—I sung—Oh ! I thought 
my head was a fountain of water— 
I was dissolved in love—My beloved 
is mine and I am his—He has all 
charms—He has raised my heart— . 
He is now in the garden, feeding 
among the lilies—Oh ! I am sick of 
love.*”—< The Lord revealed him- 
Selk 


* « We may observe the symptoms of the 
like flame in St. Catharine of Sienna, St. Teresa, 
St. Gertrude. St. Catharine's burning love for 
Christ, her most sweet spouse, was so intense, 
excessive, and divine, that she was almost al- 
ways sick, languishing faint. Once this fire 


four 


F 


© 1208 

self (according to Mr. Wesley's re- 
port) to a girl of about seven years 
old, in an amazing manner; and, for 
some hours, she was so wrapt up in 


his spirit, that we knew not where she 


was! Many such instances of the out- 
pouring of the spirit we have among 
ws 1” | | 
Such, Sir, is the animal magnetism 
of the Methodists, in the crisis of 


* 


four hours; in which time she had a vision of 


heaven, hell, and purgatory. St. Teresa died, 


not so much of any distemper, as the intolerable 
burning of divine love.“ “ St. Gertrude and 
Christ were mutually smitten with the arrows 
of love; and she died of this amorous fire. 
„Jam much mistaken (subjoins the Bishop) 
if some of our most enthusiastic pretenders to 
the love of God, have not entertained the same | 
violence of passion (not dann 50 spiritual) for 
some of their neighbours.” Enthus. Part II. 

Pp. 58, 39. | 1 5 | 
"12 which, 
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which, (Mr. Wesley soberly tells us,) 
Hare conveyed remission of sins, and 
the gifts of the Holy Shost!““ 


As to your e from the di- 
vine presence to conflicts with satan, 
the good Bishop of Exeter can furnish 
you with parallels enough from the 
legends of the saints. I shall now 
give some account, (says his Lordship, ) 
or rather they themselves, of the con- 
flicts and combats of the Methodists 
with satan. First, Mr. Whitfield: 
God only knows how many nights ! 


* Pp. 77, 79. Here, I thigk, if we charge 
Wesley with hypocrisy, Charity herself will 
scarcely make an effort in the vindication of 
bis character. If innocent, a fool or a madman 
he must have been. The former he was not: 
and, amidst the cool moments of recollection, 
in which he was reviewing his life, composing 
his journals, or correcting his writings for the 
public eye, he was ngt mad. | 
7; have 
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have been groaning, and bidding satan 
depart from me. I had, then, power 
over my secret and darling sin. But” 
being some time after overtaken in 
hquor, satan gained his usual advan- 
tage over me: an experimental proof 
to my poor soul how that wicked one 
makes use of men as machines, work - 
ing them up to just what he pleases.” 
Let me observe, Sir, (by the way,) 
that the Methodists around us are, 
this moment, copying, to a hair, their 
arch-apostle; thus throwing: off their 
sins upon satan, when they have only 
themselves to blame. Cherishing with 
avidity their own wicked desires, anel 
committing crimes in all the plenitude 
of free-will; they have, yet, the im- 
pudence to tell us that they are mere 
machines, acted! upon by the devil.“ 
According to- the Methodists,,there-- 


fore, sin is an involuntary act. Op-. - 


D 3 | Prest : 
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pPrest, in this manner, by the wicked 
one, Mr. Whitfield applied for relief 
to his friend Mr. Charles Wesley, who 
advised him to keep upon his watch, 
and referred him to a chapter in 
Kempis.” Notwithstanding Thomas- 
a-Kempis, we find satan e | 
* confining Whitfield to his closet, 
because he could not do any thing 
with a single intention,“ 1. e. was a 
hypocrite. Why satan, however, shall 
endeavour to cure a man of his hypo- 
crisy, seems rather problematical. But 
the devil is an odd character with 
Mr. Whitfield; tempting him to lay 
aside his diary, in which, out of pride, 
he had set down his charities,” 


The devil prompting him to dis- 
obedience, Mr. Whitfield too hastily 
attributes the suggestion to the Holy 
Spirit! For, being urged with the 
command 


4 


command in Scripture, to be subject 
to the higher powers, he answered, 
% yes, but he had a new revelation.“ 
Yet he retracts his error. Who knows, 
Sir, but his followers may discover, in 
some evil hour, a jacobinical bias, 
and attempt, by the same plea, to 
justify their disaffection; though, 
more reserved, perhaps, than their 
apostle, they may not, so readily, ac- - 
knowledge their mistake, in ascribing 
that to the Holy Ghost Which was. 
prompted by the devil? We see Mr. 
Whitfield still struggling with the 
enemy. For, when © he went to at- 
tack the devil in his strongest holds, 
satan endeavoured to interrupt his 
preaching, by sending a panic upon 
his audience.“ In the mean time, 
Mr. Wesley escapes not the attacks 
of this infernal spirit! Both he and 
bis congregation are affected by 
| satan, 
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satan, with such a spirit of laughter: 
as they could in no wise resist, though 
it was pain and grief unto them 
many of them continued laughing for 
two days, a spectacle to all.“ Once, 
whilst Mr. Wesley was preaching, the 
devil knew his kingdom shook; and, 
therefore, stirred up his servants to 
ring bells, and make a noise. The 


- 
a — — — a —— — — — — — — * Ef ns RY 
— gp — 0 PEP AE G0 — * K 
* — 4 —ͤ— 
FFT ei et hy ae RR > = ge * 7 + = 
7 


j 

| | prince of the air made another attempt 
|\ in defence of his tottering kingdom : 
6 great numbers of men began to speak 
I big swelling words: the many-headed 
i beast began to roar again : the devil's 
i children fought valorously for their 


master. One large stone (many of 
which they threw) went just over my 
shoulder. But no one was hurt in. 
any degree. For thy kingdom ruleth 


over all.“ 


\, ® See Enthus. Part II. Pp. 5124. . 
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Ihe acme of the Methodists is a 
state of sinless perfection.“ That 
you, Sir, conceive yourself to be ar- 
rived at this state, I will not abso- 
lutely assert. But, as you intimate, 
in your note on sincerity, that all 
who sin must be inevitably damned; 
and as the Lord's people have re- 
ceived positive assurances of salvation; 
it should appear, that the Lord's 
people cannot sin. If they can, these 
assurances are e fallacious. 


13 Fro rom all 3 particulars, I think, 
you are clearly enough proved to be 
an enthusiast, according to the true 
definition of the word : but it does 
not follow that you are a Fanatic. 
Whilst the enthusiast imagines him 


* The Wedevans maintain the possibility of 
a sinless perfection, Enthus. Part I. P. 47. 
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self possest of general knowledge, mi- 


raculously communicated ;-the fanatze 
thinks, or affects to think, that he 
has received particular directions from 


God, with regard to has Spiritual con 
duct. | 


As preaching, indeed, is one of the 
gifts of the spirit to which you lay 


claim, together with the first apostles, 


(though, perhaps, in a less degree, 


you may, possibly, have been favoured 


with an especial direction from heaven, 
to come into Cornwall, and preach 
the gospel.“ Among the gifts of the 


Spirit, 
* Under the head of Special Directions, — I 


am going to the house of a wealthy gentleman, 


(says Mr. Whitfield,) whom Gad has commanded 


to receive me.“ Mr. Wesley came to Mr. 
Delamotte's ; where he expected a cool recep- 


tion. But God had prepared the way before, 
him. In what manner (observes the Bishop) 


the 


(35) 
pirit, however, are enu lent others, © 
besides that of Preaching those of 
working miracles, for instance, and of 
prophecy. - To prove the divinity of. 
their mission, as preachers of the 
the entertainers are convinced of this divine 
command, I cannot say. But I perceive it is 
convenient for. the ãtinerants to give it out, that 
it is God's pleasure and command. Otherwise, 

they would not order what they want at a 
public house, and then tell the landlord, that 
he will be damned if lie takes any thing of them.”— 
76 One may be allowed to ask, what sort of 
voice that was which directed the Methodist 
preacher at Salisbury to debauch one, at least, 
of his congregation, to run away with her, and 
leave his own wife? And, whether Mr. Wesley 
might not as well have been warned as offend- 
ed by his friends the Moravians, for talking 
much against mixing nature with grace, against 
imagination, and concerning the animal spirits 
mimicking the power of the Holy Ghost?“ 
'Enthus, Part 1. Pp. 69—71. 


gospel i 
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gospel in all lands, the apostles 


worked miracles. If you pretend 
to the same mission, work a miracle, 


and we will no longer entertain 


a doubt of your pretensions: un- 
less you do F we will not believe 
you. 5 | 1 

But, een 1 or . 1 
will alledge, be my sentiments of your 
mission what they may, that I am in- 


capable of forming a just opinion of 


your doctrines, from a few Scattered, 
Solitary notes. 


* 


281 us have recourse, then, to a 


little treatise of yours; which con- 


tains, according to your own accounts 


on xt, is the sum and substance of re- 
ligion.“ 


In 
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| _ In this treatise,“ you observe, that 
L the substance of the gospel, as to 
its saving influence, might be brought 
within the compass of three particu- 
lars; the first of which is, to know 
ourselves in our lost and ruined state 
before God. The Second, to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ, under all his 
divine offices, as the restorer of our 


fallen nature. And the third, to know 


we have a dear interest in him,” 


4 Under the first head, you tell us, 
that “unless the grace of God hath 


passed upon us, we are all alike dead 
in trespasses and sins;“ and that we 


- cannot think a good thought, speak a 


+ Entitled, ** The Great and Leading Poinis 
of the Gospel, explained in Three Dialogues 


between a Minister and one of his Parishion- 
er . . 185 : 


* good 
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good word, or do a good action.“ 
1 [Pp. 6, 7.) According to this doc- 
| trine, the best moral men, and the 
most hardened villain, are equally the 
Objects of their Creator's wrath, and 
must both be damned to all eternity, 
unless God choose to draw them to 
3 himself. In your opinion, indeed, 
* the hardened villain” has the best 
chance of being saved; since you de- 
clare, (at P. 28,) that, though you 
were the chief of sinners, your encou- 
ragement is not lessened but in- 
creased.“ In the number of lost sin- 
ners, you include thousands, and 
tens of thousands, (P. 8,) who, every 


1 
[| * A doctrine which you falsely deduce from 
| [ | 2 Corinth. iii. 5. whilst, in order to render your 
1 i own meaning more forcible, you quote the text 
| falsely. All our suffeiency is of God.“ The 
original is, q war nc nur ix Tov Orv. © Our 
sufficiencx is of God.“ 1 


| Lord's 
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Lotd's day, attend the service of the 
church. - 


Under the second head, your pa- 
rishioner makes his appearance dis- 
tracted and miserable. (P. 10, „ He 
has discovered, (he says,) that his fan- 
cied righteousness before God is full 
of unworthiness; and that even, in his 
most holy things, he is unholy.“ He 


does not detect, (as the best of men 
might do,) any improprieties or errors 


in his behaviour ; see his infirmities 
in a stronger light; regret, for in- 
stance, the obtrusion of unchaste and 
irreligious thoughts, or specify any 
omissions of duty to his wife, his 
children, or his fellow creatures; but, 
on the Principle of original depravity, 
he laments, in a general obscure man- 
ner, the bias of- his nature to sin, and 
E 2 cries 


L 
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cries out, that “ in his flesh there 
dwelleth no good thing.” (P. 13.) 
Amidst his anxieties to repent, and 
to be received amongst the faithful, 
you tell him, for his comfort, that 
repentance is the Sole gift of God; 
and that © a man might as soon 
change the colour of his hair, or alter 
the complexion of his countenance, 
as the complexion of his mind ; that 
the strongest resolutions formed in 
man's own strength must fail; and 
that, even if it were possible to keep 
them, the good conduct of the pre- 
sent can make no compensation to- 
wards God for the evil conduct of 
the past.“ (P. 14.) You inform your 
parishioner, however, that as the 
sins of his people are transferred to 
the person of Jesus, so his righteous- 
; ness 


6641) 
ness is imputed to them also; * and 
that, in consequence of this imputa- 
tion, © they are considered as righte- 
ous before God.” (P. 17.) Surely this 
is one of the most absurd and dan- 
gerous doctrines that ever was devised 
by man. If the righteousness of 
Christ be imputed to the faithful, so 
as to become (as you teach us) their 
righteousness, i it follows, that the faith- 
ful are equally righteous; and, indeed, 
that the faithful are, in the eye of | 
God, as righteous as Christ himself!!! 
How impious; how blasphemous ! 
Vain are our hopes of salvation, un- 
less we endeavour to attain some 
righteousness of our own! The scrip- 
tural doctrine of the redemption is, 
simply, as follows: Man had broken. 
the first covenant between. his Creator 
and himself; and this transgression 
demanded punishment from the di- 

| E 3 vine 
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vine justice. It was then a mediator 


appeared between God and man: and 


this mediator was Christ Jesus; Who, 


having made, by his sufferings and 


death, a full atonement and satisfac- 


tion for that transgression, obtained a 
new covenant for man. The condi- 
tion of this covenant is, Repentance 


from every evil work; a lively faith; 


and obedience to the will of God, to 
the best of our poor abilities; an 
obedience, though not perfect, yet 


sincere. If we perform this condition, 


we shall obtain, through the merits of 
Christ, eternal happiness. If we fail 
in the performance of it, we have no- 


thing to expect but everlasting mi- 


ery. 


| But to return to the dialogue, your 
Parishioner, Sir, seems amazed at the 


| mysteriousness, the incomprehensibi- 
* 


4405 | 
lity, of your doctrines. This is not 
to be wondered at. Nor are we sur- 

prized that, at the close of the second 13 

interview, he goes home with only 
* a faint glimmering view” of what 
you have been describing. 


Under the third head, you congra- 
tulate your parishioner © on his feel- 
ing himself to be a poor sinner; on 
peing sensible of the burthen of his 
Sins,” (P. 23.) 


1 With respect to our Saviour, your 
parishioner observes, that he is per- 
fectly satisfied of the all-suffcieney of 
Jesus, to purify the sinner from the 
leprosy of sin. But, whether Jesus 
will condescend to cleanse me; whe- 
ther I am the object of his grace and 
mercy; this is the grand point I want. 
| | Eng 


* &S 
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to know,” says your- trembling * 
rishioner. * 24 0 


This, you tel him, is . nally the 
grand point, since * religion is a per- 
Sonal thing; and another man's Christ 
can be nothing to your parishioner, 
unless he be your Parishioner y Christ 
also.“ 


Of this personal interest in Christ, 
(you say,) he will probably receive, at 
Some time or other, an assurance from 
heaven. When, however, the time of 
this assurance shall come, you cannot 
inform him, though you observe, that 
he goes sorrowing all the day in a. 
sense of transgression, and frequently 
crying out under the heavy load of 
sin, O wretched man that I am, 
who ___ deliver me from the body of 

| this 
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this death!“ (5. 30.) Tou, at last. 


dismiss him with the admonition 
Not to be impatient in the expec- 
tation of this assurance. And you 
tell him, in consolation, that many 
a gracious soul may walk without as- 


surance through life; and the dying 


hour will be the sealing hour.” 


- 


So your poor parishioner leaves you, 


weighed down by the burthen of his 


sins, and doubtful when the moment 


of grace shall arrive to relieve him 
from that burthen. Is it possible, 
that any man, with such a horror upon 
his spirit, can perform the common 
duties of life with any degree of 
satisfaction to himself, or his con- 
nexions? It seems, then, that all man- 
5 come under two grand. divi- 


1. Those 
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1. Those who, left to themselves, 7 
are — of their Dns, 


ri: 2. And 8 4 to 2 
sense of their sins, are either expect : 
ing, or have actually received, an ass 
surance of salvation. | 


For the first class, I will not assert, 


that you have adopted the Calvinistic 
_ doctrine of their reprobation from all 


eternity. Yet, according to your no- 
tion of © Redemption-work,”* (as you 


term it,) you must consider the whole 


human species as in the broad way 
to destruction, except those very few, 
who not only feel their sins, like your 


parishioner, but are enabled by the 
Holy Spirit to transfer their sins to 
Christ, and apply his righteousness to 


themselves. To all who are without 


the 
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the pale of „age this oY utterly 


ys * 


: 10 nearly the same predicament are 


the whale tribe of ee Chris- | 


tians. n 4 
77 F . 1 a : - * 2 
. * - * * 41 1 


1 3. % > 5 - - * 


1 One out of many millions, may be 


wen of euern and nnen 


Fi 


* if 8. Paul's bebe be WN to Dr. 
Hawker 8, (a questionable point, perhaps, as 
they. were both equally gifted by the Holy, 
Ghost, and almost have been equally righteous, 
from the imputation of Christ's righteousness,), 
the Heathens not having the law, are a law, 
unto themselves: and, if they act in conformity 
to that law, they will asguredly be saved through 
Christ, who died for the sins of the whole, 
world. If Dr. H. allow the truth of this posi- 


tion, and yet exclude moral Christians from Sal. 


vation, it 1s a truly unfortunate thing, that they 
were born in a Christian country, or admitted. 
within the pale of the church, | 
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à call from the spirit; but the rest 
are consigned over to perdition .“ 
Ho 
* That infants, who die before baptism, will 
be damned, is a tenet of the rigid Calyinist ; 
and, it is perfectly consistent with the doctrine 
of original sin. Yet how full of barbarity and 
Blasphemy; to damn to the flames of hell those 
little children of whom our Saviour said, that 
40 their's is the kingdom of heaven!” Surely, it 
was its natural, not its acquired, disposition, 
which our Saviour bade ns imitate, when he 
enjoined us “to receive the kingdom of hea- 
ven as a little child.“ Nevertheless, if its spitit 
escape from it without the form of baptism, it 
is condemned, with all its simplicity and inno- 
cence, to everlasting torments! Rather, indeed, 
than have specified a doctrine, more wild and 
extravagant than that of the Limbus Infantam 
of Virgil, we should have observed, with 
Plato, of its advocates: | Kas oAvyor | Xporay 
Biouvrwy Tepa% wg BAEYE oUX *g [EIN [41S » De | 
Rep. L. 10. p. 615. Ser. Ed. From John is. 
2, 3, where our Saviour's disciples ask him, 
« who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he. 
Was 
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How dreadfully this doctrine, must 
operate in the conduct of life, I abod 
not observe to you. 


; TOY : 
I have heard of instances of elect 


parents casting off their children, and 
elect children separating themselves 
from their parents, as from lost souls. 
I have known husbands, among the 
Lord's people, who have abandoned 


their wives to perdition,“ though vir- 
tuous 


was born blind?” &c. We may draw an in- 
ference, I think, „that the Calvinistic doctrine 
of original sin, is false.“ For, if it were true, 
our Saviour would have immediately resolved 
the doubts of his disctples, by recurring to it. 
A Calvinist would have answered, that the 
punishment of blindness inflicted on the child 
from its birth, was owing to its own sins, trans- 
mitted to him, through his parents, from Adam. 
k Because their wives resembled too much the 
innocence and simplicity of little children to 
. F 5 be 
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tuous and religious women, and re- 
fused to admit them even to family 
prayer, because they professed them- 
selves insensible to the operations of 
the Spirit! 


You, Sir, I perceive, are acquainted 
with numerous instances of this sort. 
Alas! is this the word of the merciful 
God, who 1s © not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance?“ 


In the mean time, those of the 
other class, who are either expecting, 
or have received, an assurance of sal- 
vation, are not, at all, better qualiſied 
for acceptance with heaven, on the 
score of morality; nay, it should seem, 


be sensible of pollution from sin, and, conse- 
quently, were never drawn (by the Spirit) unto 
Christ, to be cleansed from such a leprosy. 


that 
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that they are not so well qualified ir 7 


this point as their fellow mortals in 
general. Sg 


With you, it seems, the tests of 
Christian rectitude are a horrible 
dread, overwhelming the spirits;“ the 
agonizing cry for mercy; and the 
tremblings of suspense, or © hope de- 
ferred,” perhaps, through life; and the 
transports of experiences, and visions, 
and conferences with Gd! 


ro A ry TA oo hh 25 "=P ET IEF a Fg nll 
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With. us, however, (the reprobate 
and the damned, ) the tests are chas- 
tity, sobriety and honesty, humility 
and love unfeigned.“ By these, 
shall all men know, that we are 
Christ's disciples.” With us; Chris- 
tlanity is à religion of action, not of 
Speculation. Instead of elevating us 
above the duties of our station, it en- 
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forces the strictest attention to our 


several callings. It teaches- us, for 
instance, that the poor labourer in 
the fields, who serves his master with 
fidelity, carries home the produce of 
his industry, for his wife and family, 
and, cheerfully sharing with them the 
comforts of his cottage, looks up to 
Providence for a blessing upon his 


honest exertions, and trusts, for the 
Pardon of his human errors,” in the 


mercies of his Saviour; has a fairer 
prospect of an inheritance with the 
saints in light, than he that neglects 
his labours and deserts his dwelling, 
led astray by some itinerant preacher, 
an! © hunzer.ng and thirsting after 
righteousness, whilst his offspring are 
crying to their mother for bread, 
naked, cold, and destitute 1 


*The distresses „ indo families by 
Methodism stand $0 prominent in almost every 
| s __ town 
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If the latter, at length, return to 
his wretched habitation, he will re- 
turn, perhaps, groaning. under the 
weight of his sins, and trembling from 

43 - the 


town in the kingdom, that I need not adduce _ 


instances to evince the justness of the above 
picture. Were it necessary, I could mention 
a cobbler, at no great distance from this place, 


who used to live contented and happy with his 


wife and little family, till the woman was se- 
duced, by a young Methodist preacher, both 
from © his bed and board.” The man, posses- 


sing no very quiet spirit, often expostulates with 


his wife (on her return to him, perhaps, at two 
or three o'clock in the morning,) on her dis- 
orderly behaviour, and sometimes has recourse 
to the strap for a little wholesome correction. 


But her attachment, I believe, to her daily and 


her nightly instructor, is too strong to be over- 
come by - remonstrances, menaces, or blows: 


Her children, before neat and clean, and bloom-—- 
ing with health, are now yellow with mi- 
sery.“ Nor can her husband, full of resent- 
sue, with any comfort, 


ment and jealousy, pur 
, F 3. | his 
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the apprehension of the wrath to come, 
and fitted only to add despair to mi- 
Sery. But, for the other cottager, he 
sanctifies, with gratitude, his humble 
meal, and the little blaze that illu- 
mines his walls, in the circle of his 
helpmate and his innocent children. 
He enjoys the present hour; and 
(pardon me, Sir, the expression,) the 
assurance of blessedness, hereafter | 


his solitary labours.— I am acquainted with a 
similar instance of aberration in another neigh- 
bourhood, where the husband has had the most 
substantial proof in the world of his wife's de- 
votion to her spiritual guide. But Methodism 
does not stop here. It plunges its votaries into 
every vice. In its sober moments it is polluted 
with adultery!—In its frenzy it is imbrued with 
murder! Very lately, in this part of Corn- 
Wall, a poor man having heard a Methodist 
preacher on the text, I zuill was my hands in 
innacency, went home, and seized his infant 
child, then asleep in its cradle, and murdered 
it, and © wwasked his hands in the innocent's ldd“ 


Yes! 
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Les! he hath an assurance, the most 
infallible in the world —an assurance, 
by which we may live and die in 
peace with ourselves, our fellow- crea - 
tures, and our God — the assurances 
which arise from the testimony of « 
good conscience. For, (says the 
apostle, referring us to the law of na- 
ture, which is prior to the law of re- 
velation,) beloved, if our heart con- 
demn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God.*” 


Of all the divines with whose wri- 


* According to Dr. Clarke, and other ra- 
tional divines, the only way to understand the 
Scriptures rightly, 3 is to explain one text by 
another, and so as that none shall contradict. 


the *“ great law of nature, which is, likewise' | 


the law,of God.” Does not our Saviour him- 
self refer the Pharisces to the religion of nature, 
whert he asks them, Why, even of y ourselves, 
Jap ye not what is right??? : 
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tings I am acquainted, I think Archi- 


bishop Secker gives us the sense of the 
Holy . Scriptures in the clearest and 
most satisfactory manner. In many 
places has the Archbishop contrasted 
faith with works: in many places has 
he illustrated, by characters, the dif- 
ference between speculation and prac- 
tical religion; and drawn the portrait 
of the enthusiast and the rational 


| Christian. 


How little does your Christian re- 
semble Secker's! Your Christian, for 
instance, as soon as he feels the 
awakening word, goes groaning all 
the day long, under the sense of trans- 
gression; under the mysterious ap- 
prehension of impending judgement, 
he is all anxiety and terror. He re- 
pairs to his parish-priest, and is pre- 
sented with a view of Jesus dying for 

the 


- 


„0 


the sins of man; and, when a gleam 
of comfort is breaking in upon his 
mind, he is told, that unless Christ 
died for his sins, in particular, it is to 


no purpose, with respect to himself, 


that Christ died at all. 


Whether Christ is become his own 


Christ, or not, can only be learnt by 


a sudden miraculous assurance. But, 
whether he shall receive the assurance, 


or when, is uncertain. He, therefore, 
returns home in despondency; hoping 


and fearing, doubting and disbeliev- 
ing, never at ease, unfitted for the 
commerce of life, and dreading the 
approach of death. If, however, an 
assurance come, his transports are 


such, so great his exaltation above all 


eartlily connections or concerns, that 
he is no longer a being of this world. 
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He looks down, with supercilious 


contempt, even on his nearest rela- 
tions; and, damning them to eternal 
perdition, exults in the blessedness of 
the saints. | 


Such, Sir, is your Christian. Let : 
us now view the Christian of, the mod 
Archbishop. 


He hath a peace within his breast, 
which passeth all the understanding 
of those who have not experienced it. 
He feels no tormenting remorse; no 
disquieting dread of God or man. 
He is never agitated by malice or 
envy; seldom, and but gently moved 
by anger. Pity, indeed, he often ex- 
periences; but, gratifying it, comforts 
both himself and others. His beha- 
viour is friendly, and, therefore, agree - 

able. 


( 


able. His discourse lively, if nature 
hath qualified him for it; but, at 
least, inoffensive and conciliating. 
His heart is open, in a proper degree, 
to all the innocent amusements of 
life, and he longs for none of the pro- 
hibited ones. Virtuous discretion 
preserves his health and Spirits, as 
much as worldly uncertainties permit, 
makes his circumstances easy, his fa- 
mily and dependents orderly and hap- 
py. His judicious beneficence 1s very 
useful; his blameless example yet 
more. Thus, he reaps no little joy 
from the esteem of others, but un- 
speakably more from the testimony of 
his own conscience. He is sensible, 
indeed, of many failings; but all con- 
sistent with that sincerity which God, 
he knows, will recompense. Never 
will society grow gloomy, but inex- 
pressibly more chearful for being 
Eh com- 
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composed of persons of this deserip- 
tion; | } IS 5 


Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured to 
exhibit what I conceive to be the dis- 
tinguishing traits of Christianity. I 
have presented you with an outline of 
the gospel, as it is in Christ Jesus.“ 
And, from a thorough conviction 
that the preaching. of any * other 
gospel”” must be attended with the 
most pernicious consequences to in- 
dividual man, and to society, I have 
thus dared, in the name of my cleri- 
cal brethren, to expostulate with you. 
1 am assured, that Methodism has, 
from its first rise to its present state 

of insolent boasting, been alarming]y 
injurious to the community. 


* See the whole of Secker's admirable Ser- 


The 


mon on Phil. ii. 21. 
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The character of the original Me- 
thodists, as drawn by Lord Lyttelton, 
you would do well, perhaps, to con- 
template. « Variety, or. self-conceit, 
(says his Lordship,) for the most part, 
prevails in the character of an enthu- 
siast. It leads men of a warm temper, 
and a religious turn, to think them- 
selves worthy of the special regard, 
and extraordinary favours, of God: 
and the breath of that inspiration to 
which they pretend is often no more 
than the wind of this vanity, which 
nuffs them up to such extravagant 
imaginations. This strongly appears 
in some of the Methodists. All their 
divine communications, illuminations, 
and ecstacies, evidently spring from 
much self-conceit, working together 
with the vapors of melancholy on a 
warm imagination.“ 
* Lyttelton on the Conversion of St. Paul. 
— G | It 
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If you attribute-this description of 
the Methodist to- the prejudice of 


| worldly-mindedness ; hear, Sir, their 


own account of themselves: In how | 
many things (says Whitfield) have I 
judged and acted wrong : I have been 
too rash and hasty in. giving charac- 
ters of places and persons. I have 
often used a style too apostolical, and 
have been often too bitter in my zeal. 
Wildfire has been mixed with it; and 


1 frequently wrote and spoke in my 


own spirit, when I thought I was 
writing and speaking by the assistance 
of the spirit of God.“ When I said 
I was constrained to go in a coach to 
avoid the hosarnas of the multitude, 

the word was wrong and unguarded.” 


-—< I have dropped expressions tgo 


* Whitheld's Remarks on the Enthusiasm, 


Strong 
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strong eee absolute reproba- 
a 


E confessions, . I think, suffi- 
ciently prove the correctness of Lord 
bannen 8 nee e 

"47 07 Ip Mr. 


* Whithfield's Remarks on 1: Enthusiasm, | 
Ge. r. 38. . | . 


3 wh the Bickop nr chicives; 
«When Re make exouses for pes groundless 
&c. on account of your most early days, and i in 
the height of your first popularity, when your 
head was giddy; you hereby « conſess, that you 
was most popular, when you was the greatest 
yar; best loved and admired, when you se- 
_ duced the multitude by cheat and imposture. 
And what a fine compliment is this to your 
follower's understanding, and your own integ- 
rity? What fools have you made of them, and 
what a knave of yourself?“ “ When you re- 
ceived the hxannas of the multitude ; I really 
thought it an error of the press for Ai. 
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Mr. Wesley was a more guarded 
character. He was full of artifice. 
He was cautious in his pretences; b 
and cautious in his retractations. 
There are times, however, in which, 
buoy'd up by his © vanity, he high 
over-leaps all bounds.*” think, 
verily, (says Wesley,) if + the gospel 


How could you abstract from profaneness an 
application to yourself of the divine honour, 
paid to the adorable Redeemer of mankind i” — 
Entlus. Pref. to Part II. Pp. xix. xx. 


* ce 


The arch-{elon in contempt 

At one ort bound, high over-leap'd all 
bound.” 

« $0 clomb this first 8 chief! into God's 
fold ; : 

So, since into his church nd birelings 

r | 

| MiLTon's Par. Lost. 


+ Both Wesley and Whitfield had often their 
doubts of the truth of the gospel. 


be 
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be true, I am safe; for, I give up all 
my goods to feed the poor give my 
body to be burned, drowned, or what- 
ever God shall appoint. 1 hew my 
faith by my works, by staking my all 
upon it therefore are my ways not 
like other men's ways. Are they read 
in philosophy? So was I. In ancient 
or modern tongues? 80 was I also. 
I left London went to Bristol 

surprized, when I went into the room, 
just after my brother had finished the 
sermon, some wept aloud, some clasp- 
ed their hands, some shouted, the 
rest sang praise. Art thou come, 
says another, thou blessed of the. 
Lord? *“ | 


In the 8 of affected . 
Mr, Maler informs us, a 5 . 


* + Part It, Pp. 21, 2 1 
| 6. 3 c On- 


3 r 
= 2 


FFP ²⁵˙i ĩ˙—Llu w 

. — EINE — T3 Sons 2a 2 

ele : 4 — — — — 
— ( ( ( 


5 * e r 
— one tn 


Tm 25k RI 
— — 


r 


5 
. 


(66) 


convinced, by the most infallible 
proof—inward feelings —of unbelief, 
of pride, of levity; and of luxuriancy 
of spirit, by speaking words not tend- 
ing to edify, but most W 1 
ner r of eng of has enemies.“ 
That Wesley was more subtle than 
his brother Whitfield is evident from 
his whole conduct; and from no part 
of it more so than his affectation of 
an attachment to the service of the 
church of England. | 


It 'was his practice to exhort his 
followers never to absent themselves 
from church: and, in speaking of the 
parochial clergy, he was generally re- 
served. In the first partieular, many 
of his disciples have not failed to 
imitate his example, as long as it 
answered their Purpose; ; for, no sooner 

have 


1» 


have. they alta a good number of 


proselytes to their persuasion, than | 


they have thrown off the mask of 
hypocrisy, and seceded from the 
church in formidable bodies, exhibit- 


ing e over HE. EM priest 
hood. 


The Methodiats of the e prevent day 
have acted nearky i in the same manner, 
in almost every town in Cornwall; 
sometimes rapidly revolting, and some - 
times gradually withdrawing the n- 
selves from those parochial congrega- 


tions which they first, with all the 


cunning of their master, professed to 


reverence, * atazs Sago ov 5 
LES 5 Tits vi In 


* T lately. met with an instanee of two Me- 
thodists, who, coming to church as sponsors 
for a child to be baptized, remained there un- 
til the clergyman ascendet the pulpit, when 

they 
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In apology for their secession, they 
naturally inveigh against the clergy 
and their MctUnees and: the myo 


they 3 N their 1 upon 
him, and left the congregation. I prefer, in- 
deed, this open avowal of dislike to the simula- 
tion that pretends an attachment to the church. 
For it is impossible to be pleased, at once, with 
the regular service, and methodistical extem- 
| Poraneousnes—with | the sober rational preach- 
ing of God's word, by a clergyman who is cool 
and dispassionate, and-the: ravings of an igno- 
rant mechanic, ho aseribes the heat of a dis- 
tempered brain (o the influence, of the Holy 
Ghost * is impossible to serve God and: 
Mammon. I have often woridered at the con- 
duct of many sensible and well-disposed per- 
sons, who, though exemplary in their attend- 
ance on the church, and far from professing 
themselves Methodists, yet pay occasional visits 
to the meeting: house. On Sunday mornings 
and afternoons. they mix with the regular con- 
gregations, and on Sunday evening with Me- 

thodists. Hence their faith becomes auge 
and. 
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from the tub, or the upping-stock, 


hath often, of late, aspersed, with ran- 


corous Venom, the. good Rector or 
Vicar, 


and their minds distracted with various doubts 
and fears. And, like the followers of Baal, 
they halt between two opinions, till, at 
length, they decide against the church. But, 
admitting that they still frequent the church, 
and eonsider the meeting-house in a secondary 
light, T cannot but remind them of the duty 
they owe- their country, by setting an example 
of uniform attention to its religious establish- 
ment. Their inconsistency may operate, in a 
manner they would not wish, on the ignorant 


and uneducated. There are some, however, 


who tell us, that a certain mode of spending 
the Sunday evening, in a religious manner, is 
_ wanting in our establishment; and that, if an 


evening lecture were instituted in our churches, 1 


they would attend the Lecturer, in preference 
to the Methodist preacher. In answer to which, 


L would observe, that the public profession * 


our faith, at the periods already fixed, is suffi- 


dient * * religious perle, as We consider 


ourselves 
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Vicar, whose benevolence has preclud- 
ed the just punishment of vagrant 


imposture. If, amidst his unintelli- 


gible 


ourselves members of one great body; and, that 
any additional attendance cn the church would 


give a puritanical aspect to the Sabbath, and 
(as I once heard Bishop Ross obſerve, in ob- 
jecting to Sunday schools,) © throw a Pharisai- 
cal gloom over the most cheerful religion in the 
world.“ Besides, the wise and considerate 
disapprove of evening religious meetings. The 
_ eonventicle is, too often, the scene of incon- 
tinent assignation, both with the devotees them- 
selves, and with those who, of no religion at 
all, go thither for the express purpose of pursu- 


ing theic licentious amours.—lt is, sometimes, 


remarked, that the less religious, who frequent 
not the meeting, are generally distributed 
through the public-houses of a parish. 


But, it is the duty of the parish- priest, and 
of the magistrate, to prevent intemperance at 
public-houses: and he who watches not over 
those haunts of ebriety, at all times, and on a 

Sunday 


C73 ) 


gible rant, the confident declaimer 
produce any specific accusation, he 
tells the people that their pastors are 


Sunday evening in particular, can neither an- 


swer for his negligence to his own conscience, 


his country, nor his God. 


To return, however, to the meeting. We 
will admit, for argument's sake, that a person 
of a religious mind may pass an hour, or two, 
there, unexceptionably, with respect to himself. 
But, perhaps, he has children and servants. I 


have, myself, more than once, witnessed the 


bad practices of servants, during the absence 


of their masters and mistresses, at the meeting; 


house. . 


I have seen little children wandering about 
the streets and lanes, in idleness, whilst their 
parents were, (as they fancied) serving God. 


Surely, it ought never-to be forgotten, that the 
relative duties are, of all, the most indispen- 
sihle; and, that the love of God is a mere 


chimera, unless it maniſest itself in the love of 
8 not 
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not enlightened—that-they preach not 
gospel sermons; and that; on Sundays, 
they. are careless of their flock; and, 
on other days, immersed in pleasure. 
The first charge, as proceeding from 
the mouth of a cobbler; who had pon- 
dered over his fanatical nonsense, 
whilst he was driving the awl, is ridi- 
culous and contemptible. And, as to 
the second, it is so far from being 
true, that, comparatively speaking, 
the clergy of the west of England 
deserve to be proposed as patterns of 
religiousness, sobriety, and decency. 
Such was the opinion of our late ex- 
cellent Bishop, (Dr. Butler,) who, at 
his primary (and his only) visitation, 
felicitated himself on being appoint- 
ed to a diocese, where the clergy (He 
said) as compared with those of the 
metropolis, and its neighbourhood, 
were exemplanly strict in the performs | 
ance 


40 


nnce of their religious duties,” apa: 
+ on which he evidently insisted, with 
heartfelt pleasure and satisfaction. 
So regular and orderly are the western 
Clergy, as a body, that even the 
slightest excesses of an individual are 
noticed with very" mark of vas, oct 
Dion. 5 1 oo ts Bal. 
Invectives against the Clergy gene- 
rally arise from a gloomy, discontent- 
ed spirit —a spirit, that is equally 
inimical to our political and reli- 
; gious constitution that, at one time, 
discovers itself in stoffing at the cleri- 
cal order; at another, betrays its sul- 
lenness in deprecating the splendour 
of the court. Prudent and reserved, 
it affects the love of economy, good 
order, and religion; yet, cherishing 
treason in secret, I have seen it kindle 
into en at the word revolution 
5 H IIe 


. 


have detected it, in a squint of ma- 
lignity, amidst the nee of Bri: 


* 0 OST 


. 


That the Atethedists- Are W tl 


ous in expos ing to observation the 
defects of the Clergy, more from the 


levelling disposition of the times than 


from a sense of duty, it would be easy 
to ascertain- FL 3 

"IRE Ar. BPR have been admitted 
into the very penetralia of methodism, 
must often, I think, have lamented 
that pride, and haughtiness of heart,“ 


which hath professed its hatred of 


establishments, and which; owning no 
master but the Holy Spirit, 'hath 


longed to see the glorious period 


when episcopacies shall be dissolved 
when all cathedrals shall be levelled 


with the dust! Lou are acquainted, 5 


* 
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perhaps, with some even of your o. 


— 


order, who behold the day approach- 


ing when they shall have no more to 
contend With spiritual wickedness in 


high places; but, free from the con- 


troul of all human authority, may 
declaim, to crouded audiences, from 
foreign pulpits; or, if denied that 
honour, may betake themselves to the 
fields, without e the loss of 
their canonicals e 
But it is not 3 HM 
which the Methodists would ovet- 
throw: they would overthrow, if pos- 
sible, each other. Each leader be- 
trays a jealousy of his brother's popu- 


larity and influence. No sooner had 


the first preachers of Methodism be- 


come dist inguishec among men, than 


each, observing the multitudes at - 


tracted to the other, began to envy. 


HE 2 „ ils 
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the success, and rail at the preaching, 
of his fellow- labourer; and, breaking 
off all connection with his“ own fa- 
miliar friend,“ discovered to the 
world, too plainly, the secret prices 
by which he was actuated.* 


With respect to den Mr. Whitfield 


| tays, « that all morality set up inst his shall 


sink, with its professors, into hell.” And Mr. 
Wesley dispatehes, oſten, all mankind to hell, 
who are not Methodists. Enthus. Part II. Pp. 
117, 118. 


Wich TORE? to 1 we and a welley 
declaiming against Whitfield, for “the horrible. 
blasphemies of his horrible doetrines;” and de- 
seribing the Moravians as «the worst of men, 
both in principle and practice,” 


In the mean time, the Moravians tell us, 
that hoth Wesley and Whitfield are “ false 
prophets, having eyes ſull of adultery, and; 
leading unstable souls in the way of damna-. 
tion.—Children of the devil, servants of cor- 
ruption, for whom the mist of dackness i is re- 
served for ever.“ Part H. v. 137. 
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Among their successors I have ob- 
served the same dissensions; the same 
animosities. 1 have. heard, Sir, the 
Arminian Methodists execrating the 
very name of Hawker; whilst the 
Calvinistic c have given back every 


curse « sevenfold into their bosoms. 


Such is the demeanor of those who, 


in their own conceit, are the sole dis- 


ciples of our, blessed Saviour; yet, 
who seem to have forgotten, that, 
% when, HE was reviled, he reviled not 


again; that, when he suffered, he 


threatened not? and who laugh him, 


as it were, to scorn, vchilst he tells 


them: By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if 7 8 080 
love one to another? r 917 16 e329 


Mowing; 3 hostilities. 


among, themselves, they affect a more 


Al H * | than. 


” 
. 


1 
than ordinary degree of charity to- 


wards their unfortunate brethren. 
Leading honest labourers and arti- 


ficers astray by the seductive power of 


their eloquence, they work the ruin of 


numerous families; and then put the 
rich under contribution, in order to 


relieve the necessities of the poor. They 


institute asylums and hospitals; and 
move heaven and earth in support of 
their charitable foundations; over 
which they © reign as kings.“ In 
favour of an alms-house, they solicit 
the great, and circumvent the lowly; 
impose on credulous men, and lead 
captive silly women; —“ damn” the 
sinner, and deify the saint; administer 
medicines to the sick, and dictate the 
wills of the dying. ? 0149 59 
T *Y 


>, F 


1 Cor. zx, 3. 1 They boast of fa- 
vouts, ae liberatities and presents 


from 
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This familiar intercourse | of the 
teachers with their people, must often 
be improved into a union of the sexe 
 —as refined as that of Father Con- 
fessors with their relenting daughters. 
Virgins, indeed, innocent and unsus- 
pecting, have received repeated lessons 
from their spiritual instructers; till, 
at length, sensible of the burthen of 
their sins, they have dropped: the tears 
of contrition | 5 

ke | 


from 1 and 1 elect 1 and 
honourable women. © A Bank- bill (says the saintly 
journalist) of ten pounds, as a present to myself 
2 I took as a hint from Providence to g 
„(very rightly judged,) © and various pre- 
6 as tokens of their love.”—- Thus shall it 
be done to the man whom God delighteth t to 
. an 1 . 16. 2 05 


* These Methodhis (says the Bichvp) are 
sometimes acquainted witii the aœ⁰.aꝓide of hu- 
244 a i a man 


) | 


Whilst the pastors are thus occu- 
pied, the lambs run mad; the rest 
are wolves in sheep 8 clothing in 
other words, the more ignorant part of 
Sthe Lord's people” are actually 
depri ved of TH SENSES, * the wiser 


man nature, in more senses than one: und vas 
should all attend to Christ's prediction and 
warning concerning the false prophets, who (if 
possible) “would deceive the very elect.“— 
* Wherefore, if they say unto you, behold He 
is in the desart, go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chambers, believe it not.“ 


The Metbodist preacher at Salisbury, — 2 | 
debauched, at least, one of his congregation,; 
and ran away with her, and deserted his own. 
wife, sufficiently proves the connection . 
enthusiasm and impurity. He, indeed, 
above the speaking submission of remorse 
and repentance for his adulteries. Being de-, 
tected, he preached publicly in defence of ple 
rality of women, under the name of wives.” 
Enthas.. Part II. x, 160. * 


1 iin 
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tunr rogues and debauchees.* At this | 
moment, the Simple folk” are some 

in laughing, seme in fainting, fits — 
zome hoarse with hymns some hftmg 
up their voices like trumpets ; others, 
probtrate- in the dust, and bewailing 
their sins, through almost all the towns 
and villages 1 in ee Mow the 


3 never met with, a bank Methodist . 
was superior to the rest of the world, in mora- 
lity; but I have met with many who were 
vastly inferior, I have met with several cheats 
among the Methodists; one of whom plainly 
intimated, on the detection of a fraud, that 
his being regular at church and sacrament, 
would make up for a little lack of common, 
Honesty ! I have met with several fornicators 
among the Lord's people—a master, for in- 
stance, debauching his female servant, and 
threshing his wife for complaining of his incon- 
tinence. Both the master and his servant were. 
Methodists. The female servant, far gone with 
ehild, was ready to make 'oath, that she gk 
* as pure as the Blessed Virgin.“ 


quiet 
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quiet sort of saints are employed at 
this instant, I am rather at a loss te 
say: they are more secret in 1 their 
manœuvres. 9 


Thus, 1 religion is, with some; 
the gloomiest thing upon earth, and, 
with others, the cloak of hypocrisy; 
whilst, with some, it imposes the 
command to believe this, and to do 
that, under pain of eternal perdition I 
and, with others, whose audacity is 
commensurate with their depravity, it 
is introduced to sanction the most 
abominable practices; are we to won- 
der, that infidelity should make such 
rapid strides among us, as the present 
age may well doin its deepest 1gno- 
miny ? The imposition of the Phari- 
saical Methodist, is a yoke and a bur 
then too heavy to be borne—it seems 
dicteditable to Christianity. Amidst 
1 5 Ne 


7 83) 
ae doubts of his Attic followers; 


the © chambering and wantonness® 
of the sanctified denouncer of damna- 


tion are brought forward into open 


day; ; and they are sufficient to settle; 
in unbelief, the heart that before 121 
vered 1 in suspense. 


1 


11, 


The feelings of the motatiat revolt 


at the prospect ; and, to the politician 


also, such a view of the Methodists i 2 


truly alarming. 2 To' him are exhi- 
bited a vast body of people many 


enthusiast, and many Tile, but all 


:, . # * 


goverhment—all looki ing for some 
great emergencies to berate them 
from its restraints; and, conzequently, 
all ba ps for rebellion.” ox 


0G These things, Sir, being 40 x 
would wish you, laying all prejudice 


aside, 
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aside, to consider them mth; du at> 
tention. . 5 45 Ati e OD EAT þ-” 
| 3 I would wish you, Sir, more 
especially to consider them, as you 
have acquired a portentous influence 
over the Calvinists of the West of 
6 


8 wn the 1 of is may | 
haye run through the | congregations - 
x of the Methodists, J am sure, Sir, that 
you, who have had, all the advantages 
of education, and have acquired, by 
g | your publications, the distinction of „ 
| Doctor. of Divinity, must be a fim 
8 friend to our establishment; and that, "3 
8 though your enthusiasm and fanati- 55 
= cism may lead you into errors, you are | 
$3 by no means aware of the consequences 
of your eccentricities, N to the 1:3 
<burch and the state. 3 
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| Sia informed; Sir, that, in 
your late Quixotic expedition into a 
West, you boasted of your numerous 
congregations; and. that, like your 
teacher Whitfield) you exulted in the” 
hosannàs of tlie muititude. Tou, 


however, know too much, not tor? 
know that the most ignorant and u 
Principled preacher in the world, 11 | 
he-deviates from the common track, 
will strike the vulgatf with admiration,” 
from the very circumstance of his 
irregularity. Where the sober clergy<" 
man can draw one hearer to N 


trines, the ranting mechanic can com- 
n a thousand. It is not — 


F but: singulariby!: not truth, but mys- | 


i615; not reason, but passion, that 
aſſects the uncultivated mind. The 


sent merit of the paris priest is un- 
alluring to common eyes. A well 
„ prety: neither attracts! the 
dil. 1 _ mall. 


(ee 


multitude, nor SECUTES their approba- | | 
tion. * 


In noticing, Sir, your western miss- 
5 sion, I have neither said, nor insinuated, 
that you have preached, or wished to 
| | * preach, at the meeting- house, in the 
þ | barn, or in the field. Your gown, 
| and your degree of Doctor of Divi- 
nity, will, at least, save you from such 
# a transgression. But, under the 1 im- 
[| posing mask of your divinity, you 
| took possession of the pulpits of some 
F who were e with TO 
| doctrines. GOIN ALIA ee en 


it For the . 
| into foreign parts to preach the word, 
we may plead, in excuse, that they 
i penetrated the most | inhospitable : 
if countries, where the sound of the 
it zospel had been never heard. But 


hat plea can ingenuity devise in ex- 
tenuation of your conduct? Amidst 
an establisbed religion, and a re 


ministry, it is an insult to the oc 


chial clergy, and an affront to their 


diocesan. If we ask you, © by what 


authority you preach ?”'—You will 
answer, perhaps, by the authority of 
Jesus Christ, committed to me by 
the Bishop of my diocese: Take 


thou authority to preach the gospel.” 
But if we remind you of the limita- 
tion of that authority, in the follow- 


ing words“ In the congregation 
whereunto thou shalt be lawfully ap- 
pointed, —away will fly, at once, I 


suppose, the Bishop's commission; 
and we shall hear you exclaiming in 
all the rant of enthusiasm: I look + 


upon all the world as my parish 


oem is the work to which 7 know 


r 2 | God 


1 F 
Vo 


Stute, me repeat, that. you ; will 
unde dem ttunc- That ee 
oeds not from any personal prejudice, 
vou may possibly be convinced. when 


I deelue to you, that I hold your 


sermons in great esteem, (especially 
those on the Divinity of our Saviour) 
and that, I think, Lam as firm a Tri 
an 0 a 


0 Vet, be our persuasions what they 
may, Jam well assured, that, if within 
our several parishes, or, according to 
our different stations, we do our duty 
to the best of our knowledge and 
abilities, we shall be finally e 


| * * throne of d, „ de 


" . Though 


Though treading different paths, 


yet we have but one objedt before us: 


and, if sincere, we shall all meet, 1 
a e in W road to salvation. 


+ ty 5 b W SS OP Of F 1 * 
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„ A 


|Win Ae Airchbidhes Usher was 
X of pininn; that, ( setting aside the 
Points in which the several professor 
of Christianity disagree; and colloet- 
ing into one body the articles to which 
they all assent, we should find so much 
truth, as, being joined with holy obe- 
dience, would be sufficient to sabe a 
Christian.“ Of a Non<conformist 
minister, Archbishop Tillotson said: 
< He: allowed others to differ from 
him in points that were very dear to 
him; and, provided men did but fear 
God, and work righteousness, he loved 
them heartily, how distant soever from 
: Twas 1 in n about things dess 
dere 


— 
— 


— _ — py „ * = 
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necessary: in all which he is very 
worthy to be 1 to men of 15 5 


F 
. Ä 
g 


(90) 


Perounsions.” 


Let us nd: more, then, interfere 
with one another in the spirit of 
contention; but let each individual 
pursue his course, according to his 


belief and his conscience. Consider- 


ing that we are heirs of the same 
promises, and candidates for the same 


immortality, let us look on our fellow 


Christians with eyes of candour, of 
compassion, and of brotherly love; 
ready to make allowances for the in- 
firmities common to manf, and to 
assist our weaker brethren by every 


act of kindness. And, let us all be | 


aware, whatever our tenets may be, 


that nothing can afford us comfort, 


at t the ur of death, but the con- 
sciousness 


ta (91) 


sciousness of . « done. justice, 
loved mercy, and walked n with 
Our OG: . wt 1 


1 remain, 


F, 


| Revikeny SIR, 
5 : ' Your faithful ceryant, 
R. POLWHELE. 
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